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low, and that no one could remain there without his permission; and he not only
authorised us to take up our abode there for as long as we might deem
necessary, but also gave orders that it should be put into a comfortable state for
our reception. The same evening the rajah sent us a carriage, which he placed at
our disposal for the period of our stay here, and one of his servants informed us
that our supply of bread and ice would be sent every day from the palace. It is
right to add that we could not have procured these provisions at any price; and
this, therefore, was a very kind attention on the part of the rajah.

The hot season was now approaching; the terrible north-west wind would
soon commence, and the rains would render the country impassable: it was
necessary, therefore, to winter either in an English town or at Jeypore. We
could not long hesitate between, the two alternatives. The manner in which we
had been received at Jeypore, and the interest attaching to it as one of the first
Courts in India, decided us to establish our quarters here for the rains.

Jeypore, the capital of the ancient State of Dhoundhar, is quite a modern
town, founded only iu 1728 by the king Jey Sing II., one of the greatest geniuses
that Hindostan ever produced. Before passing to a description of his work, may
I be permitted to give a slight sketch of the brilliant career of this great man ?

Jey Sing II., commonly called Sowne Jey Sing, ascended the throne of Ambir
in 1699. Having served Aurungzeb as one of his satraps, he took part in the
disputes concerning the succession which broke out on the death of that emperor.
Having been defeated with all his party at the bloody battle of Dholepore, he
was obliged to undertake the reconqucst of his own states, which had been con-
fiscated by the new Emperor Shah Allum, and succeeded in driving out all the
imperial garrisons. It is not as a warrior, however, that the name of Jey Sing
deserves to be placed in the front rank of those who have shed the greatest lustre
on the Hindoo nation, but as a statesman, legislator, and scholar. It is to him
that the kingdom owes its political importance. He took advantage of the
troubles which already shook the great Mogul Empire, greatly to increase his
territory, and to gain for himself u, high position among the princes of Bajesthan,
Ho introduced beneficial changes into the administration of the country, and
tried to ameliorate the social condition of the people and to abolish infanticide.

Ambir, the ancient capital, enclosed iu a narrow gorge of the Kalikho
mountains, seeming to him no longer worthy of the grandeur of his new king-
dom ; assisted by one of his most able counsellors, Vedyadhar, a Jain of Bengal,
lie planned and built a new capital, to which he gave the name of Jeypore, or
Joynuggor. He built this town on a uniform plan, and intersected it with
streets worthy of our large modern towns; and the ancient Ambir, four miles
distant from it, was connected with it by a line of fortifications, and preserved as
the palladium of the dynasty. In a short time Jeypore became the seat of the
arts and sciences, and eclipsed the other large cities of India. But it was chiefly
as 'a great astronomer that Jey Sing immortalised his name. Almost all the
llajpoot princes amuse themselves with astrology, and acquire some knowledge
of astronomy; but he, profiting by his early studies, did not stop at the theory
only of this science, but made himself master of it, and undertook, by the orders
of the Emperor Mahomet Shah, to revise the Hindoo calendar. For this purpose
he constructed at Delhi, Oujein, Benares, Muttra, and Jeypore observatories of
Oriental magnificence: and, having at his disposal only Persian instruments, he